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RESPITE SESSIONS

- IN DUBLIN SOUTH WEST IN 2018 IS UNACCEPTABLE -

“It is completely
unacceptable that less
respite care is being
provided so far in 2018
compared to last year.

He revealed that 1,410
less overnight respite
sessions were provided
in Dublin South West
in 2018 compared to
2017” said Sean Crowe
T.D.

The TD said that despite
all the promises made
by the government in
2017 to improve and
increase respite care,
it is clearly failing
those that need this
vital service in Dublin
South West and across

the State. Teachta
Crowe said: “Respite
care is one of the most
important services

provided by the health
service. Those who
avail of respite services
will tell you that it is
precious in providing
their loved one and
their family with much
needed rest.

“It is utterly
unacceptable that
despite rising requests
and need, less respite
care is being provided
this year compared
to last year. “Figures
released to Sinn Féin
show that the number

of overnight respite
sessions accessed by
people with a disability
fell by up 2,911
sessions in the first half
of this year, compared
with the same period in
2017.

“In Dublin South West
there were a massive
1,410 less overnight
respite sessions
provided so far this

year compared to
2017. “This situation
is completely
unacceptable.  When

provision is cut or
reduced it has serious
real life implications
for families. “These
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respite sessions provide
respite and relief to
parents and families
who have a person in
the household with
a disability; they are
some of the hardest
pressed and struggling
families in the state,
and the evidence shows
that this government is
failing them.

“We need to see year
on year increases
and investment in
respite  services in
order to provide for
currently unmet need
and future need. You
cannot provide less
respite to the tune of
thousands of hours and
expect families who
need it not to suffer.
“The cutting of these
respite sessions has
real life implications
for families across the
State and it has to be
reversed as a matter of
urgency.”

SEE PAGE 5
FOR MORE
DETAILS
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DEANSRATH STUDENTS REGEIVE LIFESAVING GPR TRAINING

The Irish Heart Foundation
recently presented
Deansrath Community
College, Clondalkin with a
Special Recognition Award
for training all its pupils
in the lifesaving skills of
CPR (cardiopulmonary
resuscitation). The school
is only the second in Dublin
to receive the award,
which recognises schools
for remarkable efforts
in CPR promotion and
training. The award was
presented as part of the
Irish Heart Foundation’s
CPR 4 Schools programme,
which is supported by Bank
of Ireland.

The charity is creating a
generation of life savers
by  training  secondary
school students around the
country to perform CPR
and use an AED in cardiac
emergencies and respond
when someone is choking.
Laura Hickey, Children and
Young People Programme
Manager at the lIrish Heart
Foundation, said: ‘“Today
we awarded Deansrath
Community  College its
special recognition award in
recognition of its dedication
in  providing lifesaving
CPR training to each of its

pupils and staff. Everyday
13 people in lIreland die
from a cardiac arrest
and schools are an ideal
setting to educate young
people in CPR and reduce
the incidences of death
from cardiac arrest. “CPR
is a lifesaving skill that
everyone can learn, and
this programme is available
to every secondary school
in Ireland, equipping
young people with the
skills and confidence to
perform CPR. Deansrath
Community College has
done tremendous work in
creating awareness and

taking the fear out of

lifesaving.”

John Doyle, Physical
Education Teacher,
Deansrath Community
College, said: “We
have really enjoyed
delivering the CPR 4
Schools programme here

at Deansrath Community
College. The programme
fits in well with the school
curriculum and all of us,
teachers and students, are
proud to now know how to
perform CPR in a cardiac
emergency. We hope that
having trained everyone in
the school in CPR, we will be
able to make a difference
in our local community

here in Clondalkin and
we’re delighted to receive
this award from the Irish
Heart Foundation today in
recognition of our efforts.”

The next CPR 4 Schools
training day for teachers
in Dublin will take place on
Tuesday 22nd January in the
Irish Heart Foundation Head
Office, Rathmines, Dublin 6.
Secondary school teachers
interested in attending
can register by emailing
schools@irishheart.ie.  To
find out more about CPR 4
Schools, visit the Irish Heart
Foundation’s website, www.
irishheart.ie/cpr4schools.

Pictured are Students with Frances McNicolas, Deputy Principal, Amy McLoughlin,
BOI, Laura Hickey, Irish Heart Foundation, Helen Taylor, Principal and John Doyle

PE Teacher. Pic Credit:' Conor Healy / Picture It Photogr(iphy
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